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Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Conforming Bill
Relating to the Department of State

2025

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of State; amending s.
257.12, F.S.; specifying the State Library Council as the
review panel for recommending public library funding
recommendations, giving the Secretary of State the
authority to review and edit such recommendations; amending
s. 257.191, F.S.; providing requirements for the Secretary
of State on the use of library construction grants;
amending s. 257.23, F.S.; providing requirements for the
Secretary of State on the use of library operation grants
provided to counties; amending s. 257.42, F.S.; providing
requirements for the Secretary of State on the use of
library cooperative grants; amending s. 265.283, F.S.;
revising definitions related to state arts and culture
programs; amending s. 265.284, F.S.; revising terms related
to the chief cultural officer; amending s. 265.286, F.S.;
revising conditions for the review and provision of state
arts and cultural program grants, providing additional
requirements for arts and cultural program grants awarded
in a specified fiscal year, providing an expiration date;
amending s. 265.701, F.S.; revising conditions for the
review and provision of state arts and cultural facilities
grants, providing additional requirements for arts and
cultural facilities grants awarded in a specified fiscal

year, providing an expiration date; amending 267.0612,

F.S.; revising the responsibilities of the Florida
Historical Commission; amending s. 267.0617, F.S.; revising
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conditions for the review and provision of historic
preservation program grants; amending s. 267.21, F.S.;
revising conditions for the review and provision of state
grants under the Historic Cemeteries Program; amending s.
267.22, F.S.; revising the creation and membership of the
Historic Cemeteries Program Advisory Council; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 257.12, Florida Statutes is amended to

read:

257.12 Division of Library and Information Services

authorized to accept and expend federal funds.—

Department of State is designated as the state library
administrative agency authorized to accept, receive, administer,
and expend any moneys, materials, or any other aid granted,
appropriated, or made available by the United States or any of
its agencies for the purpose of giving aid to libraries and

providing educational library service in the state.

(2) The division is authorized to file any accounts
required by federal law or regulation with reference to
receiving and administering all such moneys, materials, and
other aid for said purposes; provided, however, that the

acceptance of such moneys, materials, and other aid shall not
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deprive the state from complete control and supervision of its
library.

(3) All public libraries are encouraged to adopt an
Internet safety education program, including the implementation
of a computer-based educational program, which has been endorsed
by a government-sanctioned law enforcement agency or other
reputable public safety advocacy organization and is designed
for children and adults. The purpose of the Internet safety
education program is to promote the use of prudent online
deportment and broaden awareness of online predators. The
program must be interactive and age-appropriate. Each library
shall annually report to the division the annual number of
program participants who complete the Internet safety education
program. By April 1, 2010, the division shall reward those
libraries in the program grant application process which have
had 1 percent or more of their annual number of program
participants, based on the total number of registered borrowers
from the preceding year, complete the Internet safety education
program adopted by the library. Program participants completing
the program as a result of strategic partnerships or
collaboration between the library and other entities shall be
integrated into the library’s annual report. The division shall
allocate 10 percent of the total points available in the library
services and technology grant application evaluation process to
public libraries that are in compliance with this section,
beginning with the grant application cycle for the 2011-2012
fiscal year.
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81 (4) The State Library Council, as provided in s. 257.02,

82 serves as the review panel that develops recommendations for

83| providing available federal funds to public libraries. The

84 Secretary of State shall have the authority to revise and edit

85 the funding recommendation list to ensure that no federal grant

86 funds awarded under this section are used for any purposes other

87 than those in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws

88 and regulations, and only for activities and programs that are

89| appropriate for all age groups.

90 Section 2. Section 257.191, Florida Statutes, is amended to
91 read:

92 257.191 Construction grants.—

93 (1) The Division of Library and Information Services may

94| accept and administer library construction moneys appropriated
95 to it and shall allocate such appropriation to municipal,
96 county, and regional libraries in the form of library
97 construction grants on a matching basis. The local matching
98| portion shall be no less than the grant amount, on a dollar-for-
99| dollar basis, up to the maximum grant amount, unless the
100| matching requirement is waived by s. 288.06561. Initiation of a
101| 1library construction project 12 months or less prior to the
102| grant award under this section shall not affect the eligibility
103| of an applicant to receive a library construction grant. The
104 division shall adopt rules for the administration of library
105 construction grants. For the purposes of this section, s. 257.21
106| does not apply.
107 (2) The Secretary shall ensure that no state grant funds
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awarded under this section are used for any purposes other than

those in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws and

regulations, and only for activities and programs that are

appropriate for all age groups and shall submit his or her

recommended list to the Legislature for funding consideration.

Section 3. Section 257.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

257.23 Application for grant.—

(1) The board of county commissioners of any county, the
chief executive officer of a municipality, or the governing body
of a special district or a special tax district desiring to
receive a grant under the provisions of ss. 257.14-257.25 shall
apply therefor to the Division of Library and Information
Services on or before October 1 of each year on a form to be
provided by the division. The application shall be signed by the
chair of the board of county commissioners and attested by the
clerk of the circuit court or the appropriate officer in a
charter county, by the chief executive officer of a municipality
and attested by the clerk of the municipality, or by the chair
of the governing body and attested by the chief financial
officer of a special district or a special tax district. The
county, municipality, special district, or special tax district
shall agree to observe the standards established by the division
as authorized in s. 257.15. On or before December 1 each year,
the applicant shall certify the annual tax income and the rate
of tax or the annual appropriation for the free library or free
library service, and shall furnish such other pertinent
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135 information as the division may require.

136 (2) The Secretary of State shall ensure that no state grant

137 funds awarded under this section are used for any purposes other

138 than those in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws

139| and regulations, and only for activities and programs that are

140 appropriate for all age groups.

141 Section 4. Section 257.42, Florida Statutes, is amended to
142 read:

143 257.42 Library cooperative grants.—

144 (1) The administrative unit of a library cooperative is

145 eligible to receive an annual grant from the state for the

146| purpose of sharing library resources based upon an annual plan
147 of service and expenditure and an annually updated 5-year, long-
148 range plan of cooperative library resource sharing. Those plans,
149| which must include a component describing how the cooperative
150 will share technology and the use of technology, must be

151 submitted to the division for evaluation and possible

152 recommendation for funding in the division’s legislative budget
153 request. Grant funds may not be used to supplant local funds or
154| other funds. A library cooperative must provide from local

155 sources matching cash funds equal to 10 percent of the grant

156| award.

157 (2) The Secretary of State shall have the authority to

158 ensure that no state grant funds awarded under this section are

159| wused for any purposes other than those in compliance with all

160 federal, state, and local laws and regulations, and only for

161 activities and programs that are appropriate for all age groups.
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Section 5. Section 265.283, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

Section 265.283. Definitions.— The following definitions
shall apply to ss. 265.281-265.703:

(1) ™“Arts and cultural disciplines” include, but are not
limited to, music, dance, theatre, creative writing, literature,
architecture, painting, sculpture, folk arts, photography,
crafts, media arts, visual arts, programs of museums, and other
such allied, major art forms.

(2) ™“™Arts in education grants” means grants used to
cultivate the learning and artistic development of all students
and teachers by promoting, encouraging, and supporting arts and
culture as an integral part of education and lifelong learning

for residents and visitors.

(3) M“Council” means the Florida Council on Arts and
Culture.
(4) ™“Cultural support grants” means grants that provide

support for general programs and specific cultural projects.

(5) “Culture Builds Florida grants” means grants used for
the purpose of connecting the arts to key areas of the
division’s long-term strategic plan.

(6) “Department” means the Department of State.

(7) “Director” means the Director of the Division of Arts
and Culture of the Department of State.

(8) "“Division” means the Division of Arts and Culture of
the Department of State.

(9) “Folklife” means the traditional expressive culture
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shared within the various groups in Florida: familial, ethnic,
occupational, religious, and regional. Expressive culture
includes a wide range of creative and symbolic forms such as
custom, belief, technical skill, language, literature, art,
architecture, music, play, dance, drama, ritual, pageantry, and
handicraft, which forms are generally learned orally, by
imitation, or in performance and are maintained or perpetuated
without formal instruction or institutional direction.

(10) “Historical Museum” means a department or agency of
state or local government or a public or private nonprofit
organization located in Florida and operating on a permanent
basis for the primary purpose of sponsoring, producing, and
exhibiting educational programs that are related to the
historical resources of Florida.

(11) “Local arts agency” means a public or private
nonprofit organization located in Florida and operating on a
permanent basis for the primary purpose of strengthening,
supporting, and stabilizing the activities of one or more county

art and cultural constituencies.
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(F39-(12) ™“Science museum” means a public or private
nonprofit organization located in Florida and operating on a
permanent basis for the primary purpose of sponsoring,
producing, and exhibiting programs for the observation and study
of various types of natural science and science technology.

(F4(13) “Secretary” means the Secretary of State.

(359> (14) “State service organization” means a public or
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216| private nonprofit organization located in Florida operating on a
217 permanent basis for the primary purpose of implementing programs
218 that have cultural significance and that emphasize American

219 creativity and the maintenance and encouragement of professional

220 excellence.

221 (1 &) A\ NGRS N S B IR R N S NP L SR PN SN A ] aana e
57 ota oI PpTrogTatit—TrattrcS oS — 9T att

222 Braoszid Navr Ao Ao EWaE S T o o A selh a9 A Iy T o
POVt PO ttCe sy at v eSS ottt P4 5 i s e G W 5 s T—T-OT T

223 artists—teo—communitiess

224 » i i L
225
226
227
228

229 ++8>-(15) “Youth and children’s museum” means a public or
230| private nonprofit organization located in Florida and operating
231 on a permanent basis for the primary purpose of sponsoring,

232| producing, and exhibiting multidisciplinary and participatory
233| programs for visitors who are 6 months to 15 years old, and

234 their families, teachers, and caregivers.

235 Section 6. Section 265.284, Florida Statutes, is amended to
236 read:
237 Section 265.284 Chief ewlttwural arts and culture officer;

238| director of division; powers and duties.—
239 (1) The Secretary of State is the chief ewttwrat arts and
240 culture officer of the state.
241 (2) The division is the state arts administrative agency
242 and shall be headed by a director who shall serve at the
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pleasure of the secretary.

(3) The division shall directly administer and oversee all
of the programs authorized by this act. In furtherance thereof,
the division shall:

(a) Accept and administer state and federal funds
appropriated by the Legislature or funds received from other
public or private sources.

(b) Advance funds for grants on a quarterly basis.

(c) Enter into agreements for awarding grants or other
contracts with any person, firm, performing arts company,
educational institution, arts organization, corporation, or
governmental agency as may be necessary or advisable to carry
out its functions under this act.

(d) Upon request, or at its own initiative, consult with
and advise other individuals, groups, organizations, or state
agencies and officials, particularly the Governor and the
Cabinet, concerning the acquisition by gift or purchase of fine
art works, the appropriate use and display of state-owned art
treasures for maximum public benefit, and the suitability of any
structures or fixtures, including framing, primarily intended
for ornamental or decorative purposes in the interior of public
buildings.

(e) Accept on behalf of the state donations of money,
property, art objects, and antiquities. Such donations of money
and any cash income may be received from the disposal of any
donations of property, art objects, or antiquities, which shall
be deposited into the Grants and Donations Trust Fund and are

Page 10 of 26

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296

Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Conforming Bill
Relating to the Department of State

BILL 2025

hereby appropriated for use by the division for the purposes
authorized in this act.

(f) Sponsor performances and exhibits; promote and
encourage the study and appreciation of arts and culture; and
collect, publish, and print pamphlets, papers, newsletters, and
other materials related to arts and cultural programs available
throughout the state.

(g) Conduct and support cultural programs and cultural
exchanges by coordinating with the appropriate state agencies
and other organizations.

(h) Accept funding and other forms of support for the
purposes in this act.

(1) Notwithstanding s. 287.022 or s. 287.025(1) (e), enter
into contracts to insure museum collections, artifacts, relics,
and fine arts to which it holds title or which are on loan to
the division.

(J) Adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to
implement this subsection.

Section 7. Section 265.286, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

Section 265.286 Arts and cultural grants.-

(1) The Division may accept applications for arts and

cultural grants for disciplines defined in s. 265.283 based on

the rules to administer and implement this section.

(2) Eligible grantees must:

(a) Be a nonprofit, tax-exempt Florida corporation; or a

local or state governmental entity, school district, college,
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submit the lists to the secretary. The secretary shall have the

authority to revise and edit the list to ensure that no state

grant funds awarded under this section are used for any purposes

other than those in compliance with all federal, state, and

local laws and regulations, and only for activities and programs

that are appropriate for all age groups, and shall submit his or

her recommended list to the Legislature for funding
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significant merit, regardless of origin.

(d) Anr—individuat—artist—fellowshipprogram—The division
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activities and programs that are appropriate for all age groups.

(e) Other programs consistent with the purpose of this act.

(68) The division shaid may adopt rules establishing:

(a) Eligibility criteria for the award of grants, which may
include, but need not be limited to, application requirements,

allowable and nonallowable costs, program quality, artistic

quality, creativity, potential public exposure and benefit, the
ability to properly administer grant funds, professional
excellence, fiscal stability, state or regional impact and

economic development, matching requirements, and other

requirements to further the purposes of this act.
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(b) Particular grant programs, categories of grants, and
procedures necessary for the prudent administration of the grant
programs.

(c) The paret review process, including, but not limited
to, criteria for reviewing grant applications to ensure
compliance with applicable federal and state law, including
those related to discrimination and conflicts of interest and

appropriateness of content for all age groups. The division may

not award any new grant that will, in whole or in part, inure to

the personal benefit of any council er—review—panet member

during the member’s term of office or reviewer if the council ex

panet member or reviewer participated in the vote of the council

or pamet reviewer recommending the award. This paragraph does
not prohibit the division from awarding a grant to an entity

with which a council er—parel member or reviewer is associated.
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(9) In order to equitably distribute limited state funding,

applicants may apply for and be awarded only one grant per

annual grant cycle, except for cultural facilities—a——eutturalt
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TTTOOWTIITCTTI T CUOOL Iy pLroglalll gLrallco olla LTIV TuadarL ol

Hewships.

(10) Of the total amount of grant funds available from all
sources for grants, except cultural facilities—eand—euvltturalt
endowmernts, 70 percent shall be awarded on at least a dollar-to-
dollar matching basis. Up to 50 percent of the grantee’s match
may consist of in-kind funds. Up to 30 percent of all grant
funds may be awarded on a nonmatching basis—dnretuding
ﬁdﬁd‘&a{l_—fe&e‘?ﬁ'h—:bpsl } } } .

(11) An applicant seeking a grant funding recommendation

must not have a substantial interest as defined in s. 120.569,

F.S., for any requested recommendation.

(F#12) The division shat+ may adopt rules to administer and
implement this section.

(13) Effective on the date this act becomes law, the

Secretary shall request, and the council shall submit, an

updated list of projects that comply with the requirements of

this section. After review and any edits made by the Secretary,

the Secretary shall submit his or her recommended list to the
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Legislature for funding consideration in the General

Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. Both the council

and the Secretary shall give priority in their funding

recommendations to projects in support of America 250 and

celebration of the 250t anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The requirements of

this subsection are applicable only if the date this act becomes

law occurs prior to the Legislature passing the General

Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. This subsection

expires July 1, 2026.

Section 8. Section 265.701, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

Section 265.701 Cultural facilities; grants for aeguisitiens
renovations or construction; funding; approval; allocation.—

(1) The Division of Arts and Culture may accept and
administer moneys appropriated to it for providing grants to
counties, municipalities, and qualifying nonprofit corporations
for the aeeguisitiens renovationy or construction of cultural
facilities.

(2) A county, municipality, or qualified corporation may
apply for a grant of state funds for the aeeguisitiens
renovationy or construction of a cultural facility. For the
purposes of this section, a “gqualified corporation” is a
corporation which is designated a not-for-profit corporation
pursuant to s. 501 (c) (3) or (4) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954, and which is described in, and allowed to receive
contributions pursuant to the provisions of, s. 170 of the
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Internal Revenue Code of 1954, and which is a corporation not

for profit incorporated pursuant to chapter 617. The state grant
must be matched by a contribution from the county, municipality,
or nonprofit corporation in an amount to be determined by the
Department of State.

(3) The Florida Council on Arts and Culture shall review
each application for a grant to aeguire; renovate+ or construct
a cultural facility which is submitted pursuant to subsection
(2) and shall submit annually to the Secretary of State for
approval lists of all applications that are recommended by the
council for the award of grants, arranged in order of priority.

The secretary shall have the authority to revise and edit the

lists to ensure that no state grant funds awarded under this

section are used for any purposes other than those in compliance

with all federal state, and local laws and regulations, and only

for activities and programs that are appropriate for all age

groups, and shall submit his or her recommended lists to the

Legislature for funding consideration. The division may allocate

grants only for projects that are approved or for which funds

are appropriated by the Legislature. Projeects approved—and
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(4) Any contract administered under this section shall
require the recordation of a restrictive covenant by the grantee
and property owner or the purchase of a bond as prescribed by
rule to ensure that the facility continues to be used as a
cultural facility for a period of 10 years following the grant
award. If the facility ceases to be used as a cultural facility
during the 10 years following the grant award, the grant funds
shall be repaid to the department according to an amortization
schedule set forth in rule.

(5) The Division of Arts and Culture shall adopt rules
prescribing the criteria to be applied by the Florida Council on
Arts and Culture in recommending applications for the award of
grants and rules providing for the administration of this
section.

(6) Effective on the date this act becomes law, the

Secretary shall request, and the council shall submit, updated

lists of projects that comply with the requirements of this

section. After review and any edits made by the Secretary, the

Secretary shall submit his or her recommended lists to the

Legislature for funding consideration in the General

Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. Both the council

and the Secretary shall give priority in their funding

recommendations to projects in support of America 250 and

celebration of the 250t anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The requirements of

this subsection are applicable only if the date this act becomes

law occurs prior to the Legislature passing the General
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Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2025-2026. This subsection

expires July 1, 2026.

Section 9. Subsection (6) of section 267.0612, Florida

Statutes, 1s amended to read:

267.0612 Florida Historical Commission; creation;
membership; powers and duties.—In order to enhance public
participation and involvement in the preservation and protection
of the state’s historic and archaeological sites and properties,
there is created within the Department of State the “Florida
Historical Commission.” The commission shall serve in an
advisory capacity to the director of the Division of Historical
Resources to assist the director in carrying out the purposes,
duties, and responsibilities of the division, as specified in
this chapter.

(6) It shall be the responsibility of the commission to
provide assistance, advice, and recommendations to the division
in:

(a) Establishing priorities for the identification,
acquisition, protection, and preservation of historic and
archaeological sites and properties.

(b) Establishing criteria for use in assessing the
significance of historic and archaeological sites and
properties.

(c) Evaluating proposals for awards of special category
historic preservation grants-in-aid administered by the

division. Pursuant thereto, the commission shall review and
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evaluate proposals for special category grants and shall make
recommendations, including a priority ranking, reflecting such
evaluation. In making such evaluation and recommendations, the
commission shall, at a minimum, consider the purpose, economic
and other public benefit, location, compatibility with statewide
historic preservation priorities, and cost of each proposal for

special category grant assistance. Special category historic

preservation grants-in-aid recommendations of the commission

shall be reviewed by the Secretary of State as provided in s.

267.0617.

(d) Providing an active outreach program to encourage
public understanding of and involvement in the preservation of
the state’s historic and archaeological sites and properties.

(e) Identifying and expressing public goals for historic
preservation and gathering public ideas necessary for the
formulation of alternative policies.

(f) Recommending rules relating to the historic
preservation programs administered by the division pursuant to
this chapter.

Section 10. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 267.0617,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

267.0617 Historic Preservation Grant Program.—

(2) The division is authorized to conduct and carry out a
program of historic preservation grants-in-aid, including
matching grants, to any department or agency of the state; any
unit of county, municipal, or other local government; any
corporation, partnership, or other organization, whether public

Page 21 of 26

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




566
567
568
569
570
571
572
573
574
575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592

Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Conforming Bill
Relating to the Department of State

BILL 2025

or private or whether or not for profit; or any individual for
projects having as their purpose the identification,
acquisition, protection, preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration, or construction of historic sites and properties,
or Florida history, or the planning of such activities. Funds
appropriated from general revenue for the historic preservation
grants—-in-aid program shall not be provided for a project owned
by private individuals or owned by for-profit corporations. A+
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of historic properties shallt—bemade—from—the Histeriecal
ReseourecesOperatingTrustFund—and may be awarded only pursuant
to applications for such assistance made to the Division of
Historical Resources. The Florida Historical Commission shall

review each application for a special category historic

preservation grant-in-aid. Speeial—eategory histerie
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atten- Grant review panels appointed by the Secretary of

State and chaired by a member of the Florida Historical
Commission or a designee appointed by the commission’s presiding
officer shall review each application for other historic

preservation grants-in-aid. The Each reviewing body shall submit

annually to the Secretary of State fer—apprevar lists of all

historic preservation grants-in-aid applications that are
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recommended by the reviewing body for the award of grants,

arranged in order of priority. The Secretary of State shall have

the authority to revise and edit the recommended lists to ensure

that no state grant funds awarded under this section are used

for any purpose other than those in compliance with all federal,

state, and local laws and regulations, and only for activities

and programs that are appropriate for all age groups, and shall

submit his or her recommended lists to the Legislature for

funding consideration.

Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 267.21, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

267.21 Historic Cemeteries Program.—

(2) The Historic Cemeteries Program shall, subject to
legislative appropriation—+

(a) pProvide grants to the following entities:

+a>1. Research institutions, colleges and universities, and
qualified nonprofit organizations, for the purpose of conducting
genealogical and historical research necessary to identify and
contact the relatives and descendants of persons buried in
abandoned African-American cemeteries.

“k>2. Local governments and qualified nonprofit
organizations, for the purposes of repairing, restoring, and
maintaining abandoned African-American cemeteries.

(b) All such grants of state funds to assist abandoned

African-American cemeteries may be awarded only pursuant to

applications for such assistance made to the Division of

Historical Resources. The Florida Historic Cemeteries Program
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620| Advisory Council shall review each application for an abandoned

621| African-American cemeteries grant made pursuant to this section.

622 The council shall submit annually to the Secretary of State the

623 list of all abandoned African-American cemeteries applications

624 that are recommended for the award of grants, arranged in order

625 of priority. The Secretary of State shall have the authority to

626 revise and edit the list to ensure that no state grant funds

627 awarded under this section are used for any purpose other than

628 those in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws and

629 regulations, and only for activities and programs that are

630 appropriate for all age groups, and shall submit his or her

631 recommended lists to the Legislature for funding consideration.

632 Section 12. Section 267.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to
633 read:

634 267.22 Historic Cemeteries Program Advisory Council.—

635 (1) The Historic Cemeteries Program Advisory Council, an

636 advisory council as defined in s. 20.03(7), is created as a sub-

637 council within the di+sisiern Florida Historical Commission

638 created by s. 267.0612, and shall consist of at least five but

639| no more than nine members appointed by the SeeretaryeofState

640 Florida Historical Commission after considering the

641 recommendations of the director of the division. The council
642| must be composed of an inclusive group of members who are
643 regionally distributed and representative of communities

644 throughout this state and may include members of the Florida

645 Historical Commission. Members shalt——serve4—year —termsSs
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the—remarningfiveshall beappointed—Fto4—vyear—+termsin place on

July 1, 2025, may serve the remainder of their respective

Secretary of State appointed terms. All subsequent appointment

shall be for 2-year terms. New appointments to the commission

shall not be made until the retirement, resignation, removal,

S

or

expiration of the terms of the initial members results in fewe

r

than five members remaining. As——seoon—aspracticableafterJuly

3++—2623—Annually, the council shall meet—+te elect a chair from

its membership. Except as otherwise provided in this section,

to the division and the Florida Historical Commission regardin

the duties and responsibilities of the Historic Cemeteries

Program created under s. 267.21. It shall be the additional

responsibility of the council to evaluate proposals for awards

of abandoned African-American cemeteries grants, as authorized

by s. 267.21(2). Pursuant thereto, the council shall review an

the council shall operate in a manner consistent with s. 20.052.

2

(2) The council shall provide guidance and recommendations

g

d

evaluate proposals for abandoned African-American cemeteries

grants and shall make recommendations to the Secretary of Stat

=¥

including a priority ranking, reflecting such evaluation. In

making such evaluation and recommendations, the council shall,

at a minimum, consider the purpose, public benefit, location,

and cost of each proposal for grant assistance. Abandoned

African-American cemeteries grants recommendations of the

council shall be reviewed by the Secretary of State in

accordance with s. 267.21(2).
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674 (3) Members of the council shall serve without compensation
675| but may receive per diem and reimbursement for travel expenses
676| pursuant to s. 112.061.

677 Section 13. Except as otherwise specified, this act shall

678 take effect July, 1, 2025.
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